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Coastal and maritime tourism: local 
communities involvement, cultural 

heritage sustainable exploitation and 
environmental risks assessment for the blue 

growth.

The University of Bologna valorises the maritime heritage 
routes of Italian and European coastal areas in relation with 

tourism.



Research at the University of Bologna covers a wide range of issues:
•	 Involvement of tourism stakeholders in the proactive monitoring and 

conservation of coastal areas
•	 Tool development and data analysis of tourist perceptions of the environment
•	 Evaluation of tourism impact on the marine environment
•	 Management and conservation strategies of touristic areas
•	 Development of educational programmes to increase tourists’ environmental 

knowledge and awareness
•	 Analysis of the Geopolitics of the Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion (tourism and 

migration)
•	 Management of Coastal and Marine World Heritage Sites, Cultural Routes of 

the Council of Europe, contemporary use of cultural heritage in coastal areas
•	 Economic analysis of sustainable tourism in the Mediterranean
•	 Planning and managing coastal destinations
•	 Analysis and projects/programme management of sustainable tourism in the 

Adriatic and Mediterranean coastal areas contributing to monitoring, impact 
assessment, educational activities and management plans

•	 Analyses the use of available resources for local populations and the risk of 
degradation of natural resources, ecosystems and health that could derive 
from coastal mass tourism and cruise tourism

HIGHLIGHTS
H2020 SOCLIMPACT DownScaling CLImate imPACTs and decarbonisation 
pathways in EU islands. Adri-Gov Adriatic Governance Operational Plan, Per Viam 
- Pilgrim Routes in Action. Erasmus + HERITAG - Higher Education interdisciplinary 
Reform In Tourism management and Applied Geoinformation curricula; HECTOR  
- Heritage and Cultural Tourism Open Resources for innovative training schemes 
related to the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. 
Interreg ADRION INNOXENIA Innovation in Tourism in the Adriatic-Ionian 
Macroregion.
Interreg Italy-Croatia: EXCOVER valorising small and unknown towns and sites of 
the Adriatic Area; RECOLOR Reviving and EnhanCing artwOrks and Landscapes 
Of the adRiatic; SLIDES Smart strategies for sustainable tourism in LIvely cultural 
DEStinations; TEMPUS TEMPorary USes as start-up actions to enhance port (in)
tangible heritage.

Centre for Advanced Studies in Tourism of the University of Bologna, established 
in Rimini. It offers advanced scientific research and professional training in the 
tourism field under a multidisciplinary perspective, with a particular focus on 
coastal areas. 

https://www.cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/212926_en.html
http://www.unibo.it/en/international/european-projects-of-education-and-training/heritag-2013-higher-education-interdisciplinary-reform-in-tourism-management-and-applied-geoinformation-curricula
https://innoxenia.adrioninterreg.eu/
https://www.italy-croatia.eu/web/excover
https://www.italy-croatia.eu/web/recolor
https://www.italy-croatia.eu/web/slides
https://www.italy-croatia.eu/web/tempus

